
A closer look at 
Repulse Bay 

Researcher to study role of  
co-op in social economy 

Nunavut Social Economy 

With over two decades 
under its belt, the Pond 
Inlet Library and Archives 
Society continues to thrive 
with dedicated staff and 
volunteers. 

“Things change from 
year to year, but we’ve 
managed to sustain this 
board for 20 years, which 
we’re really proud of,” 
said community archivist 
Philippa Ootoowak. The 
social economy group, 
which celebrated its 20th 
anniversary last Novem-
ber, has a two-part man-
date: to support programs 
and activities at Pond 
Inlet’s Rebecca P. Idlout 

Library, and employ a staff 
member for the small but 
growing archives there. 

The library board’s 
roots date back to the 
1980s, with the establish-
ment of the community 
library. Over the years the 
librarian, using funds 
raised by the library 
board, collected rare and 
out-of-print  books relating 
to the north, and photo-
graphs of local historical 
interest, as a way to at-
tract more attention to the 
library.  

In 1993, the board 

Repulse Bay residents in-
terested in the social economy 
can get involved with a related 
research project this summer. 

Jen Alsop, a researcher 
from Carleton University in Ot-
tawa, will visit this August to 
work on her project called “The 
Role of Co-operative Enterprise 
in the Social Economy of Re-
pulse Bay, Nunavut.” 

“I hope to learn about the 
role the Naujat Co-op plays 
within the larger community of 
Repulse, as well as its contribu-
tion to the social economy,” she 
said. “I’ll be spending a month 
in Repulse Bay, interviewing of-
ficials and stakeholders in the 
operations of the Naujat Co-
operative, as well as seeking 
information on businesses and 
associations in town.” 

Alsop will be asking ques-
tions about formal and informal 
business activity, capital plan-
ning and construction, relations 
between the various levels of 
government, and the level of 
country food harvesting and 
sharing in town. 

The research project came 
about in cooperation with the 
Naujat Co-op and Arctic Co-
operatives, according to Alsop. 
Residents can also contact 
John Kaufmann at Naujat Co-op 
for more information. 
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Francois Koonark looks at historical photographs in the Rebecca P. Idlout 
Public Library in Pond Inlet.  
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pond Inlet Library and Archives Society highlights 
community history  

   Preserving history 

Summer 2009 



Above: A 1973 community news-
letter which is now a part of the 
Pond Inlet Archives’ collection.  

Right: Gisa Inuaraq (left), vice 
president of the Pond Inlet Library 
and Archives Society, stands with 
community archivist Philippa 
Ootoowak.  

In 1993, the board began 
actively searching for photos 
of the area from the National 
and Hudson’s Bay Archives 
and purchased several cop-
ies.  

“(The archives) grew 
alongside the library and liter-
acy programs,” Ootoowak 
said. “More recently we real-
ized that the job description 
of the local librarian did not 
include the care of rare north-
ern books or the archival col-
lections, and we wanted to 
make sure that they would be 
preserved for future genera-
tions.”  

In 2008, the board 
changed its name to the 
Pond Inlet Library and Ar-
chives Society, to reflect its 
dual mandate and to bring 
more attention to the ar-
chives. Located in the Nattin-
nak Centre, which also 
houses the Visitor’s Centre, 
the society’s archives attracts 

interest from cruise ship pas-
sengers as well as local resi-
dents and visiting research-
ers. Their interests vary from 
past explorers and Inuit cul-
ture to the environment and 
climate change in the area.  

Local elders enjoy relat-
ing stories about their memo-
ries of the photographs and 
explaining relationships to 
the younger family members. 
Textual materials such as 
“Suvuguq” (the local newspa-
per of the 1970s) and oral 
history audio visual tapes are 
also of much interest. “We 
are very aware that knowl-
edge is being lost as elders 
pass on and there is an ur-
gent need to record and pre-
serve as much information as 
we can now,” Ootoowak said. 

The archives now re-
ceives inquiries from as far 
away as Britain and Europe.  

“There is a fine balance 
between protecting the mate-

rials while still allowing ac-
cess to the public. That’s 
where digitization will come in 
somewhere down the road,” 
Ootoowak said. For now, bind-
ers of photo reprints of the 
originals seem to satisfy eve-
ryone, but Ootoowak said she 
hopes to garner funds for the 
digital project in the not too 
distant future. 

As with many other social 
economy organizations, fund-
raising is a challenge  
for the eight-member board. 
While there is a five-year stra-
tegic plan for the archives 
and an annual plan for library 
programs, things change as 
funds become available or 
not. 

I n  the  meant ime , 
Ootoowak said, “We continue 
to do outreach to generate 
interest and remind people 
why both literacy and ar-
chives are important to all of 
us.” 
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Alsop, who is originally 
from British Columbia, said 
she has been interested in 
social economy and social 
development issues for a 
long time. 

“I believe that all com-
munities, once they realize 
their common needs and as-
pirations, are capable of cre-
ating a kind of future for 
themselves and their chil-
dren that is sustainable, eq-
uitable and prosperous,” she 
said. “I hope that this re-
search will allow the commu-
nity to reflect upon the com-
position of the economy of 
their town, and especially the 
central role that the co-op 
continues to have in the live-
lihood of Repulse Bay.” 

The project should be 
complete by mid-October. 
Results will then be returned 
to the community, as well as 
presented at a conference in 

Whitehorse. 
While in the community, 

she also plans to put to-
gether a short history of the 
Naujat Co-op as a learning 
resource for Tusarvik School. 

And when she’s not 
working, Alsop said she’d  
like to spend some time on 
the land around the hamlet. 
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Are you from  
Repulse Bay and  

interested in taking 
part in 

Jen Alsop’s  
research project? 

 
email her at  

Jenalsop@gmail.com  
or contact John 
Kaufmann at the  

Naujat Co-op. 

Social Economy Survey update 

A new survey of Nunavut’s social economy is now underway. This will 
build on existing information to create a more complete picture of 
the territory’s social economy sector.  

Please consider taking the time to complete the short questionnaire 
if you are contacted to speak on behalf of a social economy organiza-
tion.  

For more Information: 

Karen Mackenzie 

Nunavut coordinator 

Nunavut Research Institute 

867-979-7298 

karen.mackenzie@arcticcollege.ca 

Valoree Walker 

SERNNoCA coordinator 

Northern Research Institute 

867-668-8857 

sernnoca@yukoncollege.yk.ca 

Social economy research  in Nunavut 

Nunavut Social Economy 



WHAT DOES IT DO? 

The Social Economy Re-
search Network of Northern Can-
ada (SERNNoCA) is a five-year 
research program looking at the 
social economy of the North. 

One of six regional networks 
across the country, it’s made up 
of community partners, colleges 
and universities in Nunavut, 
Yukon, Northwest Territories, 
Nunavik and Labrador. 

The Nunavut Social Econ-
omy newsletter is a publication 
of its Nunavut coordination of-
fice, at the Nunavut Research 
Institute in Iqaluit.  

 

SERNNoCA’s work is sup-
ported by the largest grant for 
social science research ever 
awarded in northern Canada.  

Dr. Chris Southcott of Lake-
head University is the principal 
investigator of the network. The 
Yukon College is the lead institu-
tion to administer  the $1.75 mil-
lion grant from the Social Sci-
ences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada for its imple-
mentation. 

WHAT IS SERNNoCA? 

The program aims to con-
nect researchers and their com-
munity partners with others who 
are researching social economy 
in the North. The knowledge they 
collect could: 

• Help develop the social econ-
omy in Nunavut 

• Demonstrate the importance of 
the social economy in the terri-
tory 

• Bring a local perspective to the 
discussion of sustainable de-
velopment 

• Ensure northern students have 
a chance to participate and 
gain experience in the re-
search 

• Improve the way organizations 
important to the social econ-
omy function 

SERNNoCA’s partners: 

For more information, please see http://dl1.yukoncollege.yk.ca/sernnoca 

P.O. Box 1720  
Iqaluit, NU 
X0A 0H0 

www.nri.nu.ca 
 

Phone: 867-979-7277 
Fax: 867-979-7109 

Nunavut Research 
Institute 

Would you like to con-
tribute to the next issue 
of  Nunavut Social 

Economy ? 


